
 

 

February 3, 2021 

The Honorable Kyrsten Sinema 

U.S. Senate 

317 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Sinema: 

The mission of the Tucson Metro Chamber is to champion an environment where businesses thrive and our 

community prospers. Tucson's 2015 designation as the first UNESCO City of Gastronomy in the U.S. 

recognized our unique food history, and its role in a vibrant culinary scene created by more than 1,500 

independently owned restaurants and bars employing 32,700 people (11% of all private-sector jobs) in March 

2020. The Tucson Restaurant Advisory Council (TRAC) was established under the auspices of the Tucson 

Metro Chamber to advocate in favor of policies and measures that improve the ability to operate restaurants in 

our community. 

This letter is in support of your budget amendment to establish a $25 billion dedicated grant fund for 

independent restaurants and bars impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.  

The restaurant industry in the Tucson region has struggled mightily during the pandemic due to an almost 

complete drop-off in tourism and the State and local ordered dining room closures in April. The impacts in 

Tucson mirrored national trends, in which independent restaurants were forced to lay off 91% of hourly 

employees and 70% of salaried workers. Some Tucson restaurants have seen 70% declines in revenue and, 

even after dining rooms were allowed to reopen at 50% capacity in May, sales have not made up the lost 

revenue nor have they matched revenues typically captured in a normal year. This continued during the 

Summer months, and we saw many restaurants choose to close, some permanently. 

The growth of locally owned restaurants and other small food businesses led Tucson out of the last recession 

and can do it again if they are supported with this bill. Without federal assistance there could be an “extinction 

event,” with as many as 85 percent of those businesses closing between now and December, also impacting 

many other businesses supplying and servicing restaurants. 

The restaurant and food industry in Tucson is vitally important to our economy and defines our culture. We  

would not have received the UNESCO City of Gastronomy designation in 2015 if we did not demonstrate the  

connection between our local food scene and our rich heritage. The $25 billion dedicated grant fund will help 

breathe some life back into our independent restaurants that exemplify the uniqueness and character of our 

region and ensure that we keep our prestigious and impactful UNESCO designation. 

Sincerely,     

      
Amber Smith   Felipe Garcia  Ray Flores, Owner  Janos Wilder, Owner 
Tucson Metro Chamber Visit Tucson  Flores Concepts  Downtown Kitchen+Cocktails 
President & CEO  Executive VP  Chair, RAC   The Carriage House 


